THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS


I.
LAWS ON SACRIFICE (1:1-7:38)



A.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE LAITY (1:1-5:26)




1.
Introduction = v. 1-2





a.
“The Lord called to Moses” = Moses is still mediating the Law!





b.
“From the tent of meeting”






(1.
This shows Leviticus is a natural continuation of Exodus.

(2. At the end of Exodus, God moves into the tent to dwell among His 







people.






(3.
God now gives instructions for the sacrificial system which will allow







God to dwell among His people.





c.
“Speak to the sons of Israel” = Moses is speaking for God!





d.
“When any man brings an offering to the Lord” = He now defines and 






classifies the sacrificial system.






(1.
NOTE: The word for “offering” here in Hebrew is the word “qorbān” it is







the general term covering all the sacrifices – burnt offering, peace offering,







purification offerings, votive offerings, etc.

(2. STRONGS EXHAUSTIVE CONCORDANCE gives this: 7133  qorban 







(kor-bawn'); or qurban (koor-bawn'); from 7126; something brought near 







the altar, i.e. a sacrificial present:  KJV-- oblation, that is offered, offering.





e.
NOTE: God has already told them to build an altar on which to offer these 






sacrifices = EXODUS 20:22-26




2.
The burnt offering = 1:3-17





NOTE: Burnt offerings are probably described first because it is the most





common of the sacrifices.





a.
Burnt offerings of (the herd) cattle = v. 3-9






(1.
The offering







(a.
A male = v. 3







(b.
Without defect = v. 3






(2.
The Liturgy







(a. For the one offering the burnt offering.








(1.)
At the doorway of the tent of meeting = v. 3








(2.)
Lay his hands on the head of the burnt offering (the animal). = v. 4








(3.)
Slay the “young bull” (lit. son of the herd) before the Lord. = v. 5








(4.)
Skin the burnt offering (the animal). = v. 6








(5.)
Cut it into its pieces. = v. 6








(6.)
Wash the entrails and its legs. = v. 9







(b.
For the Priest








(1.)
Offer up the blood = v. 5








(2.)
Sprinkle it around the altar = v. 5








(3.)
Put fire on the altar = v. 7








(4.)
Arrange the wood on the fire = v. 7








(5.)
Arrange the pieces on the altar = v. 8








(6.)
Offer all of it up in smoke as a burnt offering = v. 9







(c.
For the Lord








(1.)
That he may be accepted before the Lord = v. 3








(2.)
That it may be accepted to make atonement on his behalf = v. 4








(3.)
Before the Lord = v. 5








(4.)
A soothing aroma to the Lord = v. 9





b.
Burnt offerings of sheep and goats = v. 10-13






(1.
The offering = same as the cattle






(2.
The Liturgy = same as the cattle.





c.
Burnt offerings of birds = v. 14-17






(1.
The offering







(a.
Turtledoves







(b.
Or young pigeons






(2.
The Liturgy







(a.
For the one making the offering








(1.)
Remove the crop with its contents








(2.)
Put the above on the ash pit








(3.)
Tear it by its wings, but not sever it







(b
For the Priest








(1.)
Bring it to the altar








(2.)
Wring off its head








(3.)
Drain the blood on the side of the altar








(4.)
Offer it up in smoke on the altar







(b.
For the Lord = Same as other sacrifices

3. The grain offering = 2:1-16





SPECIAL NOTE: The official daily offering was always followed by a grain 





offering (cf. Numbers 28:4) along with other regular offerings.





ALSO NOTE: The grain offering was often mentioned with the burnt offerings.





Cf. Joshua 22:23, 29; Judges 13:19, 23; 1 Kings 8:64; 2 Kings 16:13, 15





a.
Uncooked grain offering (2:2-3) 






(1.
Ingredients = Fine flour, oil, frankincense






(2.
Sacrifice = a memorial portion







(a.
An offering to God by fire







(b.
A soothing aroma






(3.
Remainder = for Aaron and his sons







(a.
A thing most holy!







(b.
New Testament application = 1 Cor. 9:13





b.
Baked in an oven = v. 4 





c.
Cooked on a griddle = v. 5-7 





d.
Cooked in a pan = v. 8 





e.
Instructions






(1.
It cannot be made with leaven = v. 11






(2.
No leaven or honey may be offered by fire to the Lord = v. 11







(a.
They may be offered to the Lord as an offering of first fruits







(b.
They may not be burned.






(3.
Offerings to be made with salt = v. 13 







(a.
Represents the salt of the Covenant







(b.
All shall have salt





f.
Early grain (as first fruits) = v. 14-16) 






(1.
The heads of the grain roasted in fire






(2.
Oil and incense






(3.
The Priest offers up the memorial portion to the Lord.






(4.
The Priests gets to keep the rest for themselves.







NOTE: On first fruits see Deuteronomy 26



4.
The peace offering = 3:1-17





a.
Offering of the herd – male or female - bull, calf, cow, ox = v. 1-5






(1.
The Offering







(a.
Male or Female







(b.
Without defect






(2.
The Liturgy







(a.
The one who is offering








(1.)
Lay his hands on the animal = v. 2









NOTE: It was at this time that he would explain why he was 









offering this Peace Offering – For God answering his prayer, or 









for the fulfillment of a vow, etc. 








(2.)
Slay the animal at the doorway of the tent of meeting = v. 2








(3.)
Skin and cut up the animal = (inferred in v. 3-4)








(4.)
Present the fat, the entrails, the kidneys and the liver = v. 3-4







(b.
The Priest








(1.)
Sprinkle the blood on the altar = v. 2








(2.)
Burn that which is to be burned on the wood on the altar = v. 5







(c.
The Lord








(1.)
Before the Lord = v. 1








(2.)
At the doorway of the tent of meeting = v. 2








(3.)
An offering by fire to the Lord = v. 3








(4.)
An offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the Lord = v. 5





b.
Offering of the flock – lamb = v. 6-11






NOTE: Basically same as above.





c.
Offering of goat = v. 12-16






NOTE: Basically same as above.





d.
Forbidden to eat fat or blood = v. 17





NOTE: The ceremony concluded with the worshipper and his friends and family 





joining in a sacred meal to eat up the rest of the meat.  Cf. Deuteronomy 12:7; 





Leviticus 7:11-21




5.
The purification offering (4:1-5:13)





a.
If the sin is done through ignorance = 4:2





b.
If a high priest sins = 4:3-12





c.
If the whole congregation of Israel sins = 4:13-21)





d.
If a ruler sins = 4:22-26





e.
If a common person sins = 4:27-35





f.
Three specific things requiring a sin offering = 5:1-6)





g.
Concessions made to poverty = 5:7-13




6.
The reparation offering = 5:14-26



B.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRIESTS = 6:1 -7:38




1.
The burnt offering (= 6:1-6




2.
The cereal offering = 6:7-11




3.
The priest's cereal offering = 6:12-16




4.
The purification offering = 6:17-23




5.
The reparation offering = 7:1-10




6.
The peace offering = 7:11-36




7.
Summary = 7:37-38


II.
INSTITUTION OF THE PRIESTHOOD = 8:1-10:20



A.
ORDINATION OF AARON AND HIS SONS = 8:1-36




NOTE: The instructions for ordaining the Priests were given in Exodus 29. Here 




Moses is fulfilling those instructions.




1.
The congregation assembled = v. 1-5




2.
Aaron’s uniform = v. 6-9




3.
The anointing = v. 10-13




4.
The Purification offering = v. 14-17




5.
The Burnt Offering = v. 18-21





6.
The Ordination Peace offering = v. 22-30




7.
Further Instructions to Aaron = v. 31-36



B.
AARON'S FIRST SACRIFICES = 9:1-24




1.
Moses commands Aaron and the congregation = v. 1-4




2.
The congregation obeys = v. 5-6




3.
Aaron obeys = v. 8-21




4.
Fire from the Lord = v. 22-24



C.
JUDGMENT ON NADAB AND ABIHU = 10:1-20




1.
Fire from the Lord = v. 1-3




2.
Moses command to Mishael and Elzaphan = v. 4




3.
Their obedience = v. 5




4.
Moses command to Aaron and his surviving sons = v. 6-7a




5.
Their obedience = v. 7b




6.
The Lords’ commands to Aaron = v. 12-18




7.
Aaron’s reply = v. 19




8.
Moses satisfied = v. 20


III.
UNCLEANNESS AND ITS TREATMENT (11:1 - 16:34)



A.
CLEAN AND UNCLEAN ANIMALS (11:1-47)




NOTE: These next 5 chapters look back to 10:10 – you are to “….make a distinction 

                             between the holy and the profane, and between the unclean and the clean,….” 

                             (Lev 10:10 = NAS). They look forward to chapter 16 – the Day of Atonement.




1.
Edible land creatures = v. 1-3





a.
Those which divide the hooves





b.
Those which chew the cud





c.
NOTE: These include cows, sheep, and goats





d.
See Deut. 14:1ff





e.
NOTE: I’m not sure how much importance to put on it, but these animals are 






not meat eaters, but vegetarians.




2.
Inedible land creatures (unclean) = v. 4-8





a.
Those which do not chew the cud and divide the hooves. (They must do both or 






they are classified as unclean.





b.
These are unclean and may not be eaten.





c.
Nor can you touch their carcasses (dead bodies).




3.
Edible and inedible water creatures = v. 9-12 




4.
Inedible birds = v. 13-19




5.
Insects = v. 20-23




6.
Pollution by animals and its treatment = v. 24-25





NOTES






(1.
First it is clear that only dead animals pollute men.







(a.
Uncleaness of dead animals is contagious.







(b.
As long as they are alive they may be unclean in and of themselves, but 








they do not pollute others.






(2.
All dead animals are unclean unless they have been ritually slaughtered.







(a.
Clean animals may become unclean if they die naturally.







(b.
They may not be eaten.







(c.
They may not be touched without the one touching becoming unclean.






(3.
The uncleaness caused by dead animals is only temporary. It only lasts 







until the evening of the day in which it was contracted.






(4.
Household articles which come in contact with dead bodies become unclean 







and must be dealt with (either washed or destroyed).





a.
Land Creatures = v. 24-28






(1.
Insects = v. 24-25






(2.
Restates principle of clean animals = v. 26






(3.
Restatement in different words principle of unclean animals = v. 27-28





b.
Swarming Creatures and the pollution they cause = v. 29-38





c.
Pollution from clean animals = v. 39-40





d.
Exhortation = v. 41-45





e.
Summary = v. 46-47



B.
UNCLEANNESS OF CHILDBIRTH (12:1-8).




1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
Uncleaness following birth = v. 2-5





a.
Of a boy = v. 2-4





b.
Of a girl = v. 5




3.
Sacrifice after birth = v. 6-7a




4.
Summary = v. 7b




5.
Provision for the poor = v. 8



C.
UNCLEAN DISEASES (13:1-59)




1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
First set of tests for skin disease = v. 2-8




3.
Second set of tests for skin disease = v. 9-17




4.
Tests for skin disease associated with scars = v. 18-28




5.
Tests for skin disease in the scalp or beard = v. 29-37




6.
A clean skin disease = v. 38-39




7.
Baldness and skin disease = v. 40-44




8.
Treatment for those with serious skin disease = v. 45-46




9.
Serious “skin disease” in clothing = v. 47-58




10.
Summary = v. 50



D.
CLEANSING OF DISEASES (14:1-57)




1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
Ritual cleansing after Cure of Serious Skin Disease = v. 2-32





a.
Rituals outside the camp = v. 2-9





b.
Rituals inside the court of the Tabernacle = v. 10-32





c.
The infection of houses = v. 33-53





d.
Summary = v. 54-57



E.
UNCLEAN DISCHARGES (15:1-33)




1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
Long-term Male Discharges = v. 2-15




3.
Transient Male Discharges = v. 16-18




4.
Menstrual Discharges = v. 19-24




5.
Long-term Discharges for Women = v. 25-30




6.
Purpose of these regulations = v. 31



F.
PURIFICATION OF THE TABERNACLE FROM UNCLEANNESS (16:1-34)




1.
Introduction = v. 1-2





a.
The Occasion = After the death of Nadab and Abihu





b.
The Warning = Do not enter the Holy of Holies anytime you desire.





c.
The Reason = Lest you die like they did




2.
Basic Requirement for Ceremony = v. 3-5





a.
The Sacrifices






(1.
For himself = v. 3







(a.
The bull for the sin offering







(b.
The ram for the burnt offering






(2.
For the people = v. 5







(a.
Two male goats for a sin offering







(b.
A ram for a burnt offering





b.
The attire of the priests = v. 4






NOTE: This is entirely different from his High Priestly garments that he wore 






before the people = see Exodus 28






(1.
The linen garments (tunic, undergarments, linen sash, linen turban






(2.
He shall wash himself before he puts them on.




3.
Outline of Ceremony = v. 6-10





a.
Aaron offers the offering for himself = v. 6





b.
Aaron casts lots for the goats = v. 7-8





c.
The goat is sacrificed = v. 9





d.
The other goat is dispatched = v. 10




4.
Detailed Description of Ceremony = v. 11-28





a.
The blood sprinkling rites = v. 11-19






(1.
For Aaron and the priests = v. 11-14






(2.
The sacrifice of the goat = v. 15-19





b.
The scapegoat = v. 20-22





c.
The cleansing of participants = v. 23-28




5.
The People’s Duty = v. 29-34





a.
Humble your souls





b.
Not do any work





c.
A Sabbath of solemn rest

IV.

PRESCRIPTIONS FOR PRACTICAL HOLINESS = 17:1-27:34



A.
BASIC PRINCIPLES ABOUT SACRIFICE AND FOOD 17:1-16




1.
Introduction = v. 1-2




2.
The Law for Killing Animals for Sacrifice = v. 3-7





a.
NOTE: Every commentary I read (and I certainly have not read all of them) 






says that this applies to all domestic animals that were to be eaten.






(1. Arguments for this go to Deuteronomy 12:20ff.






(2.
And they are probably right because I am definitely not a Hebrew 







scholar, but I tend to think that it has to do with animals that were to be 







sacrificed to God.






(3.
The context seems to say that, but we have to consider Deuteronomy.




3.
The Law for Offering Sacrifice = v. 8-9





a.
A sacrifice, however, had to be offered at the Tabernacle.





b.
This was to protect against demon worship.

c. Anyone who did not bring their sacrifice to the doorway of the tent of meeting 






would be cut off from the people.




4.
The Law Concerning Blood = v. 10-12





a.
Blood could never be eaten.






(1.
The life of the flesh is in the blood.






(2.
Blood has been given for atonement.






(3.
NOTE: Genesis 9:4ff






(4.
NOTE: Acts 15:29





b.
BUT NOTE: John 6:53ff




5.
The Law for Hunting Game = v. 13-16





a.
Animals that are not domestic may be killed and eaten.





b.
The blood had to be drained from the body.

c. An animal that had not been killed properly and the blood drained would 






make a person unclean and he had to go through the cleansing process.



B.
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF SEXUAL BEHAVIOR = 18:1-30




1.
Introduction = v. 1-5





a.
The foundation for the Laws = v. 1-2





b.
The reason for the Laws = v. 3-5






1.
Negatively = v. 3






2.
Positively = v. 4-5




2.
Laws of Sexual Morality = v. 6-18





a.
NOTE: “To uncover the nakedness of” means to have sexual intercourse.





b.
NOTE: Since Sexual Intercourse is prohibited outside of the marriage 






relationship, these laws actually have to do with who can be married to whom.





c.
GENERAL – a man may not marry a close blood relative = v. 6





d.
SPECIFIC – a man may not marry






(1.
His mother = v. 7






(2.
His step-mother = v. 8






(3.
His sister or half-sister = v. 9






(4.
His granddaughter = v. 10






(5.
His step-sister = v. 11






(6.
His aunt = v. 12-13







(a.
His father’s sister







(b.
His mother’s sister






(7.
His aunt by marriage (i.e. his uncle’s wife) = v. 14






(8.
His daughter-in-law = v. 15






(9.
His sister-in-law = v. 16






(10. His step-granddaughter = v. 17






(11. You cannot be married to sisters at the same time = v. 18




3.
Other Laws Forbidding Canaanite-type behavior = v. 19-23





a.
No sexual intercourse with a woman in her menstrual impurity = v. 19





b.
No sexual intercourse with your neighbor’s wife = v. 20





c.
No sacrificing your children to idols = v. 21a





d.
No profaning the name of the Lord your God = v. 21b





e.
No homosexuality = v. 22





f.
No beastiality = v. 23

4. Final Warnings and Exhortations = v. 24-30



C.
PRINCIPLES OF NEIGHBORLINESS = 19:1-37




1.
Introduction = v. 1-2a




2.
Religious Duties = v. 2b-9





a.
Be Holy = v. 2b





b.
Honor your parents = v. 3a





c.
Remember the Sabbath = v. 3b





d.
No idolatry = v. 4





e.
Sacrifices and eating = v. 5-9






(1.
Must be offered properly = v. 5






(2.
Must be eaten properly = v. 6-8







(a.
May be eaten on the same day or the second day = v. 6a







(b.
That which is left on the third day must be burned = v. 6b-7







(c.
Eating it on the third day is a major offense = v. 8




3.
Being a Good Neighbor = v. 9-18





a.
Helping the needy = v. 9-10






(1.
Do not harvest the corners of your field = v. 9






(2.
Do not harvest the fallen fruit of your vineyard = v. 10





b.
Honesty = v. 11-12






(1.
Do not steal from another






(2.
Do not cheat another






(3.
Do not lie to one another






(4.
Never use God’s name to do any of the above







(a.
You will profane the name of God







(b.
He is the Lord your God





c.
No exploitation = v. 13-14






(1.
Against your neighbor







(a.
Do not oppress him







(b.
Do not rob him






(2.
Against your hired hand = pay him his daily wages and do not keep them







overnight






(3.
Against the handicapped







(a.
Do not curse a deaf man







(b.
Do not put a stumbling block in front of a blind man






(4.
Reason for these Laws







(a.
You shall revere your God







(b.
I am the Lord




4.
Miscellaneous duties = v. 19-37





a.
No mixed breeding = v. 19-25





b.
No pagan practices = v. 26-28





c.
No sacred prostitution = v. 29-30





d.
No necromancy = v. 31





e.
Respect the old = v. 32





f.
Love the alien = v. 33-34





g.
Fair trading = v. 35-36





h.
Closing exhortation = v. 37



D.
CAPITAL OFFENSES AND OTHER GRAVE OFFENSES = 20:1-27




1.
Introduction = v. 1-2a




2.
Sins against religion = v. 2b-6





a.
Molech worship = v. 2-5





b.
Necromancy = v. 6




3.
Exhortation to holiness = v. 7-8




4.
Sins against family = v. 9-21





a.
Cursing your father or mother = v. 9





b.
Sins of immorality = v. 10-16






(1.
Intercourse with your neighbor’s wife = v. 10






(2.
Incest with close relatives = v. 11-12






(3.
Homosexuality = v. 13






(4.
Marrying a woman and her mother = v. 14






(5.
Beastiality = v. 15-16





c.
Other grave crimes of immorality = v. 17-21




5.
Exhortation to holiness = v. 22-26




6.
Sins against religion = v. 27



E.
RULES FOR PRIESTS (21:1-24)




1.
Restrictions on Mourning and Marriage for Ordinary Priests = v. 1-9





a.
He may only take part in the burial of the closest of relatives = v. 1-4





b.
He may not desecrate his body in the mourning process = v. 5-6





c.
He may not marry






(1.
A harlot






(2.
A divorced woman





d.
He must be consecrated





e.
A daughter who becomes a harlot must be burned with fire.




2.
Restrictions on Mourning and Marriage for High Priests = v. 10-15





a.
He may not ever touch a dead body not even his close family.





b.
When there is a death, he must stay in the sanctuary.





c.
He must marry a virgin so as not to profane his offspring.




3.
Physical Impediments to Serving in the Priestly Office = v. 16-24





a.
No man who has a defect may serve as priest before God.





b.
He may share the holy meal with the family, but he may not do the priestly






duties.



F.
RULES ABOUT EATING SACRIFICES = 22:1-33




1.
Impediments to eating Priestly food = v. 1-9





a.
Introduction = v. 1-2





b.
One cannot touch the holy gifts if he is unclean = v. 3-5





c.
If he is unclean he must go through the cleansing process = v. 6-7





d.
He cannot eat anything which dies or is killed by something else = v. 8





e.
Punishment for profaning God holy name = v. 9




2.
Relatives rights to Priestly food = v. 10-16





a.
Strangers cannot eat the holy food = v. 10





b.
Those who are born in his house and those who are slaves can eat of it = v. 11





c.
Rules for a priest’s daughter = v. 12-13






(1.
If she marries a stranger she may not eat of it = v. 12

(2. If she becomes a widow or divorced and has no child and returns to her 







father’s house, she may eat of it = v. 13





d.
Price of eating a holy gift unintentionally = v. 14





e.
 Those who profane the holy gifts will bear punishment = v. 15-16




3.
Blemishes in sacrificial animals = v. 17-33





a.
Introduction = v. 17-18a





b.
Animals sacrificed must be without defect = v. 18b-21





c.
Examples of defects = v. 22-25





d.
An animal must be 8 days old to be accepted = v. 26-27





e.
A mother and its offspring may not be sacrificed on the same day = v. 28





f.
You must eat the sacrifice on the same day it is sacrificed = v. 29-31





g.
You shall not profane God’s holy name = v. 32-33



G.
RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS = 23:1-44




1.
Introduction: the Lord’s meetings and the Sabbath = v. 1-4




2.
Spring Celebrations





a.
Passover and unleavened bread = v. 5-14





b.
The feast of weeks (Pentecost) = v. 15-22




3.
Fall Celebrations





a.
Solemn rest day and Day of Atonement = v. 23-32





b.
Feast of booths = v. 33-43





c.
Summary = v. 44



H.
RULES FOR THE TABERNACLE = 24:1-9




1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
Laws about the Holy Place = v. 2-9





a.
The Lampstand = v. 2-4





b.
The bread of Presence = v. 5-9



I.
A CASE OF BLASPHEMY = 24:10-23




1.
The Offense = v. 10-12




2.
The Judgment of God = v. 13-22




3.
Execution by the people = v. 23



J.
SABBATICAL AND JUBILEE YEARS = 25:1-55



1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
The Jubilee = a Sabbath for the Land = v. 2-22




3.
The Jubilee = the redemption of property = v. 23-38




4.
The Jubilee = the redemption of slaves = v. 39-55



K.
EXHORTATION TO OBEY THE LAW: BLESSING AND CURSE = 26:1-46




1.
The fundamentals of the law = v. 1-2




2.
Blessings of obedience = v. 3-13





a.
The gift of rain and good harvests = v. 4-5





b.
The gift of peace = v. 6-10





c.
The gift of God’s presence = v. 11-13




3.
Curses = v. 14-45





a.
General warnings = v. 14-17





b.
Draught and poor harvests = v. 18-20





c.
Wild animals = v. 21-22





d.
War = v. 23-26





e.
War and exile = v. 27-39




4.
Promise of restoration = v. 40-46



L.
REDEMPTION OF VOTIVE GIFTS = 27:1-34




1.
Introduction = v. 1




2.
Vows of persons = v. 2-8




3.
Vows of clean animals = v. 9-10




4.
Vows of unclean animals = v. 11-13




5.
Dedications = v. 14-24





a.
Of houses = v. 14-15





b.
Of land = v. 16-24




6.
Miscellaneous regulations = v. 25-33





a.
Standard of payment = v. 25





b.
The first-born = v. 26-27





c.
The ban = v. 28-29





d.
Tithes = v. 30-33




7.
Summary = v. 34
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